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Finding a focus within the vast literature on various aspects of water presents a major challenge to authors.
Despite its all-encompassing title, a major clue to the focus of this volume lies m the first line of the Preface —
“Water 1s the life-blood of the environment’. This book deals largely with the problems of urban water and
its quality, and with related important 1ssues meluding climate change, governance, best practices and human
rights.

The 25 chapters cover a lot of territory n terms of topics and geography; a helpful introductory chapter by
the editor summarizes the main thrusts of each chapter. However, considering the serious water problems
facing China, a chapter specifically on this important country s a major omussion. Indvidual chapters
vary in quality, but they generally cover the key concepts and cite up-to-date references. The nine chapters
on Governance, Institutions, Laws, and Policies are most instructive, particularly the comparative analysis
of the Great Lakes and Murray-Darling Basins. Relatively neglected but important issues include: water
allocation between agricultural and urban/industrial sectors; the concept of “virtual water’ in agricultural
commodity trade; and the impact of water Hows and quality on freshwater biodiversity and coastal zone
ecology:

I found the titles of some chapters confusing and mconsistent between the Table of Contents and the
mtroductory summary chapter. Considering its focus on urban water and related quality and governance
ssues, the book itself could have been given a better title. Nevertheless, it will be a useful conceptual source
book for many workers in this field.
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